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The West Coasl Regional Council was tnda
unable to explain why it nad beached 05 own rules
by aceepting credit card spending without proger
checks

Couneil's depuly chairman admitted he had axgred
off an tho chairman's balls without aquarying them

Counails corporate services manager admitted
ceuncil had cost rafepayers money, because it had
paid eredit card Gills without documents to back them
up. anef could not claim back G5T as a result

Council's deputy chaiiman Peter Fwen 15 resgan
ble far reviewing and approving the credit card
fransactions of chairman Ross Scarlelt who has
spent aboul 24000 since Octobar MR

Mr Ewen said today that he hag simply signed
Mr Scarlett’s credit card statement every maonth In
almost three years he had never asked for support-
ng documenls or queried spending

‘I haven't had newd to. You take 0 good fath,
‘hat the correct details there *

Told that cowncil had admitied # had paud biss

Counail charmen and chiel executives have
ched up more than 20000 on council credit
5 ower the last five years, mostly fer meals,
accomanodalion and tax fares

Mr Scarletts bills for which couneil could Supply
Tne Nesws with no GST involees mcluded 3135 and
#7180 at Chnstehursh's Cooka Japanese Feslau-
rant, 355 af the Canterbury Club and 554 50 at the
Harracouta Bar i Rangiora

Counail supply no documentation at all for some
of his spending, Including $71 50 at Canterbury Clug
and supermarket bills ranging from $€ 58 15 511 73

Mr Mailinzon lzld The Mews on Muanday that
he knew the supermarket spending was for fead
‘because he (Mr Scarlett) 1ol me”

Mr Scarlett fold The News on Manday that all his
spending was legtimale He zaid ho had melad
sorme receipts He achnowledged lack of dotailed
recedpls, Including his own, was a problem ©) do
undersland the issue That will ehange *

“Bad practice”
A Westport accountant said cownel had used

wahout propes . cos
neney in GST reimbursements, he declined to com.
nent without Lalking to counci staff

Hi= sinrd he bebeved council's acoounting practees
wd been aceeplable

Council must provide invoices for bifls over S50 ty
laim back GST.

Corporate servces manager Robert K

bad ing practise

Peter Campboell. wha is also a Buler distriet coun-
ciflor, saut GST invoices should be suppliod to back
ug all the regional council's credit card spending

“You could go as far as to say if you haven't gotit
¥ou can't get reimbursement for

Without detailed invoices. counal could not be

dmitted some credit card bills had no invoices to
ack thern wp, but council had stll paid them. He

‘ged thal had cost P maoney n
38T renmbursements, bt said he didn't know how
wch

He coubd nof mxplain the lapse, which was ievealed
nily atiar The Mews sought detaed nwvoices and
ouncil coubd supply few

Hie said council would be “hightening up”

Asked il councifs accounting prachce had been
lack, Mr Mallmsan replied “I'm not gqaoing to answer
1at type of question — if you are going to take shaots
1 My aegounting practices |'m net going to respand
Tyou

7y Lee Seanlon

Sure whather ing was and could not
claim GET an bills over 350, Mr Campbed said

Were 1 massmg out? i

Hir doesn't bebeve elected reprosantatves should
have ratepayer-funded cradic cands They should
paty their expenses on then own credt cards. then
b reimbursed when they prowded the appropriate
papervenrk, he sasd

The regonal councils slip-ups indiesatied *3 failure
=f systems’ i which Audit New Zealang could be
mferested, he added

The regional council is now refusing to supply The
Memes with any credit card invoices, citing privacy
The Mews has o the ¢

Dig this: Buck Shelford, left and Richie
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MeCaw practise shovelling coal at a traini

day in Auckland. {Photo —

AB’s road show visits Reefton

Recfton residents are geanng up to challenge
the All Biacks 10 3 coal shoveling contest when the
2010 MasterCard &)l Blacks road show wisits the
racecourse on Sunday

Four current AR Blacks and A&l Black begend
Wayne ‘Buck Shelford vall be taking part in the chai-
lenge The All Blacks wil he chesen on Saturday

Ghelford samt he was once again delightud 1o be
a part of the road show “The new challengas bring
anatfrer dimension to the road show, now o will be

Blackball and Reeflon coal maners Richie Banks
and Brian Coghlan will be Assrsting the All Blacks.

Ml Coghlan said the All Blacks were not expected
to braak any records

“Wie are more thin grateful they've come b this
o tn help preserva and promote this come West
Coast traddwn,” Mr Coghlan saig

Competitors will alze take part in rugey chalanges
such as catching. try scorng, Kicking, paassing and

even mere enlartaining for fhe fans * he said

lingnut skills The event wil take place between
Hlam and 3 Jpm

O’Connor takes agriculture

by Amelia Langford

Another plush stay

iz

Anether Coast council has putup
i plush Christehurch hotal

Threw Grey District Councd staft stayed at the
Srowne Plaza in May this year, council accommo.
lation and travel biss reveal

Two shared a room fes four nights and anothar
tayixd lwo nights in @ separate roam

Council's tinance and IT managur lan Young sad
ey v attending a conference ekt ot the hotel
N council's cofporate rate mads fheir accomma-
ation costs “reasonabbe”

Their accammedation bl came to $453 33 and
wy spent anolher 3142 22 on parking They also
ach recemnved a 570 a day meal allowanes, taking
e total cost to ratepayers o 316095 &5

Their siay was an snwelconms surpnise to Gray
layer Tony Kekshoom whe told The Mews an Tues-
3y he didml approve of council regpresentatves
aying at expensve hotals

He was unimpressed whan the News tald fim
«day s cwn councds stalf had stayed thire
“ltry and lead by example, and | think those people
ouldn't stay at the Crowne Plaza any other hme,
Ty would they stay there this time. st because

Bk p hatals were only an
opteon of councd could get a special deal which cut
costs to what an “average person” would expoct to
Pay Upta $120:@ might for & matel unit was reason-
able. he sand.

Horwsewar, statt waera the responsibulity of the chinf
dacutive. nol tha mayor, e added

Tha Mews revealed on Tuesday that the West
Coast Regional Councils former chiet executive
Diavid Homn and a former counedior Denis Shan-
nahan notched up 52445 85 on Mr Horn's council
credit card when they slayed at the Crowne PRza
for a confarance in 2005

M Homn stayed four nsghts and Cr Shannatan
stayed five.

Unlike the Grey representatves the par had no
set meal allvwance. They spent 3367 each on meals
and dinks, including four mom-sarvice Breakfasts
at $44 50 wach for Mr Horn and a $138 50 dinner for
Mr Shannahan,

©n the same tnp, Mr Horn charged up a 399 din-
ner at Azure Restaurant and Bar, $52 tar hrs share
of dninks at Palazze Dl Marinam, and $13.50 for an

at the Springfield Store Cal
taking the total cost to ralepayers to 32558 36

West Coast Tasman list WP Damien

TConnor vall replace Jum Andertan g"
as Labour's spokesman for agricul- ¥
ture 1

M1 Anderton who leads the Pro- -

giessive Party, had held the portiolio
until yestorday, as part of an arrange
ment that recognised Labour and the
Progresave’s close ties, said Labour
feader Phil Gaff

As Mr Anderton would not seek ra-
wlection a4 an MP he had relinguished
his rabe to Mr O/ Connoe,

“Damien 15 already Labowrs rural
affairs and bwo-securdy spokosparson
and brings with fim a huge amount
of experience t the agnculture portfalo as farmer
share.malker, farmer and now berryfruil grower who
has sound practical and parliamentary expenence
said Mr Gedt

Mr O'Cannor told The Mews he would bring pract:
cal skills and good connections ta the job

“I's & clearer smandats to vk on policy dass and
it enables e to comirine the bo-security fand) rural
isfanes along with ndustry issues ” he said

Three pedtfolios would make life Busy but il was a
logical abgnment

| weicome the challenge  along with tourizm,
tagricultura’'s) abways bean my graat passion’ he
said

He had recently starfed farming boysenbernes in

Pulse tops customer gains

y Amell

Buller's newest power company, Pulse Energy.
a5 the fastest growing energy retailer in the coun-
¥ | June,

The Energy Commissions switch figures show
ulse gained 1208 new customers and now fas
tal custermer base of Y304

The figwes. issued monlhly, showed Bulse was
isting stiang monthly customer growth,  said
rokesman Ashiey Church

The grewth was drven by Pulse s extremaly com-
dillve prices, proce guarantess, monihly meder
ads, and its cuslomer facused stategy

A direct acquisition steatagy which Tocuses on
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providing for the neads of the castomer rather thin
fattening the bank accounts of Auckiand advertising
agencies,” he said

Mr Church sasd the actions of other energy retad-
&fs had helpad foo

“We'te constantly talking to our cuslemers and
asking why they'ie switching fo us  the same rea-
s0r1s Keep coming up again and again,” he said

Cuslomers reparied they were tired cfcompanues
raising power prices, angared by the tachios sodme
relislars employed to retain business, and frustratod
al an impersonal approach, he said

Buller's main retader, TrustPower, fost 1404 cus
tomars but retaned a total of 222,396 custamars

It comimunily relatons manager Grarma Purches

WAL unconcerned by the koys

“TrustPower has only lost 2 percent of rew.
dential customers in the past six months and
ganed  several  Jarge  commercial  custom-
21 in @ highly competitve marke!” he sam
Tha power refler continued to operate busingss

Damien O'Connor

Moutere “It can be rewwdmg, aven
W its just eating the prodect” he
quipped
He was alteidy associate agrnicul-
ture spokesman so ! woukdn't be a
huge change
“1guess [l hives more resgonsibl-
* ity i ternrs of attendance at events
2nd discussion with industy repra-
santaties

The dary. meat and wood seclars
faced some real challungas

I have a behef that the industry
meed o ansure the nght structures
are m place and we need to look at
issues Ike oversess ownership and
control*

The curent Government wanted to mase the
controls and open the door to further Boreign invest
ment

“In my view s s @ dangerous move and we
nesd 1o be very very careful lo manage all pverseas
investment in Mew Zealand

Agncutiure minster David Garter had shown
reluctancs to ntervane and demaonstrate leadarshig
when it was really nesded, MrO'Connor said

Whon asked what he made of Mr Anderton's
chances of becoming maysr, Mr O Cannar thislghl
tham high

I st think he can offer the sold ang statibe
ledershup that Chistenuich nends given the many
issues of concern that have been Aoationg rownd the
lzst coupla of years ©

Another arrest

Anciher Westpor! teenager has boan arrested fol-
fowing & drsagresment in MeGill Street, Waimanga-
roa abod a stolen car

The young man, aied 10, had been charged with
intimidation. sad Constable Denis Bergman He was
1o appear in Westport Youth Court today

Mare arrests were Id&ely a3 police mqures contin-
ued, Mr B sand

as wiual without offerig los ]
“Uniike Pulse we continue to operate a sustamanls
and profitable business *

Buller Ekectricity Limited [BEL) has invosted
212m n Pulse, gieing o a 10 pareent stake in Hie
comeany

BEL chasman Frank Ducley courd not be reached
et commant betore The News wenl to prass

GREYMOUTH oy

The arrest followed a werbal dizagrecment in
Winmangaroa Tuesday might about a stolen car
wehich led fo the arests of twe Weeslport men

Dna, aged 20, was charged with disorderly behagy-
sour and the athes, 21, was charged with threatening
0 Gause grievous bodily harm

The dsagreement nad mushved up fo sewn young
ren aged between 17 and 22, palice said

NELSON
13 .
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The oad show is wisiting six tovns famous for
umigue activities such as the caber toss, gumbeoot
threeing, coal shoveBing, waiter racing and curling

Akaroa m Canterbury and Maseby in Otago ane
the only other South Iskang stops

Thee road show has already wisited Tokuroa
Taihape and Wapu in the North fsland

MasterCard wice president brand markelng Aus-
trahia Mew Zealand Michete Pilot said the event wazs
arenmncher of what the AR Blacks mean fo communi-
tes around New Zealand
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